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ments of the Secretary of State. I learn from Granville that he was
sent for by Lord Palmerston, not by Lord Melbourne, when he was
made Under Secretary in the Foreign Office. Sir W. Harcourt
expressed his wish in this case with a view to the efficient trans-
action of the difficult business of his office. Had I taken an
objection on the ground that Mr. Courtney belonged to the
extreme section of the party, he might have said with truth that it
is at the least as necessary to have regard to personal efficiency
and activity in selection for secondary offices, as to the sectional
position of individuals ; but he might also challenge me to prove
my point, and this I should be unable to do.
Her Majesty will I think see that I should hardly be able to urge
on the Secretary of State with due force the withdrawal of this
nomination ; while the fact would transpire, and mischief would
follow.
I may perhaps add that the Cabinet will during the next few
days probably have to take on questions of the utmost difficulty
and importance affecting Ireland two decisions which will
severely try the gentlemen of extreme opinions. I have no doubt
that in view of the great moment of smoothing difficulties in the
way of such decisions, the proceeding which Sir W. Harcourt
proposes to take is politic.
723 (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
LONDON. Dec. 30. 1880.
Mr. Gladstone . . * reports that the Cabinet has this day
accepted the proposal of the Irish Government that repressive
enactments should be framed for submission to Parliament at
the opening of the Session, with a view to the restoration of order
and of the free exercise of civil rights in Ireland. Of these
repressive enactments, the Cabinet consider that the suspension
of the Habeas Corpus Act should form an essential part.
It would be discreditable to any Government formed in a free
Country to adopt a decision of this nature without jealous
examination and reluctance ; but it is accepted under a strong
belief in the necessity and obligation of the case, as well as with a
strong sense of the Parliamentary difficulties it may entail and the
obstacle it may offer to the progress of business needful for the
general interests of the country.